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Foreword 


Through a suggestion presented before a Sister Forma- 
tion Conference at Marquette University, August 2-22, 
1958, the first four years of the Sister Formation Bulletin 
now become available in this single volume. The Sister 
Formation Conferences welcome this republication. It was 
with regret that we have found ourselves unable to fill the 
many requests for back issues of the Bulletim, aimed at 
bringing incomplete files up-to-date. In addition, we were 
unable to accommodate many recent subscribers, especially 
librarians, who wish to retain a shelf copy of the magazine, 
while permitting unbound numbers to circulate. The addi- 
tion of an analytical index with this reprinting will answer 
the often-expressed need for quick reference and topical 
guides on aspects of Sister Formation under study by indi- 
viduals or by communities. 

With the growth of the Sister Formation movement in 
the United States, and the increase of Congresses and Con- 
ferences among religious throughout the world, librarians, 
especially those charged with convent bookshelves, are 
giving attention to their holdings in Sister Formation ma- 
terial. 

So far as we can determine, the Sister Formation Bul- 
letin is the only English language periodical in the world 
devoted exclusively to the literature of the pre-service and 
in-service formation of sisters. As the official organ of the 
Sister Formation Conferences, the Bulletin takes its place 
with a few foreign-language publications representing 
unions among religious women in other countries. 

The pages that follow are modest and unpretentious. 
Their chief claim to dignity is in the amount of space 
given to quotations from Pope Pius XII and the Apostolic 
See and to members of the American Hierarchy, from 
whom pronouncements have been reproduced, bearing on 
problems of Sister Formation or cvaluating the movement 
itself. The publication’s chief claim to vitality rests with 
the factual accounts of meetings and projects of the Sister 
Formation Conferences, and of the activities of individual 
religious communities of women translating Sister Forma- 
tion principles into programs for their sisters. The claim 
to a unique scope inheres especially in the introductory 
papers of each number, papers which were the fruit of 
the zeal of bishops, priests, brothers, and the sisters them- 
selves devoting their investigation and thought to the un- 
explored areas of renovation and adaptation of religious 
life for our times. 

More than once we have heard from a small mission 
of sisters in an isolated region outside of the United States, 
telling us that the Sister Formation Conferences, known 
to them through the Bulletin, kept them in contact in 
spirit with their religious sisters in the United States and 
with the inspiring thought of the Holy See on rcligious life 
in our day. At other times we have had requests for Bul- 
letins which were to be used as aids in planning the open- 
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ing of new novitiates in missionary countries. Superiors 
have often written to arrange for Bulletin copies for each 
house under their jurisdiction so that selections from the 
magazine might be used for refectory reading or recom- 
mended for days of recollection or retreat. Directors of 
seminaries and of men’s scholasticates have subscribed, so 
that they might have assistance in laying the groundwork 
for guiding future priests in their work for and with the 
sisterhoods. Superintendents of schools have desired to 
cooperate with the Sister Formation Conferences by includ- 
ing Bulletin reprints in the literature distributed at dio- 
cesan school meetings. Juniorate mistresses have reported 
lively discussion on selected papers from various Bulletins. 

It would be difficult to signalize single papers within 
this volume as worthy of more attention than others. How- 
ever, it does not seem amiss to mention that within the 
pages of the Sister Formation Bulletin, two significant 
foreign-language studies have appeared in English for the 
first time. These are articles by the Rev. A. Plé, O.P., 
“Apostolic Action: School of Perfection’ ; and by the Rev. 
Maurice Giuliani, S.J., “The Role of the Sister in the 
Church Today.” Likewise, two papers from these Bulletins 
have been published in French translation in the La Vie 
Spirituelle supplement. The editor of La Vie Spirituelle 
included the Sister Formation Bulletin in a survey analysis 
of spiritual life periodicals a little over a year ago, evalu- 
ating it as a reflection of a vital spiritual renewal within 
the sisterhoods of American communities. In the United 
States, the Catholic Periodical Index has selected titles from 
the Bulletins for classifying since 1956. Many newspapers 
and journals have made extensive reports or full-length 
reprints from Bulletin materials. 

Two reports of nationwide research have appeared in 
the Bulletin, one by Mother Mary Florence, S.L., on the 
Juniorates; and another by Mother Judith, F.C.S.P., on 
attitudes affecting the vocation crisis. 

The Bulletin now circulates to about 4,500 addresses, 
including subscribers in 37 foreign countries. A readership 
survey in 1956 showed that 85 per cent of the provincial 
and general superiors replying were recommending the 
Bulletin in all houses under their jurisdiction. The same 
survey revealed that 99.2 per cent of the local superiors 
represented in the report were making the magazine avail- 
able to the sisters on their missions, using the publication 
for general reading in 75 per cent of the instances. 

The editor sincerely appreciates the assistance and col- 
laboration of the many individuals and groups who make 
the Bulletin possible from issue to issue. To enumerate 
only a few, we must mention the Executive Secretary of 
the National Catholic Educational Association; the Na- 
tional Chairman and the Executive Secretary of the Sister 
Formation Conferences; the past and present national and 
regional officers of the Conference and its committees; 
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Sister Gladys Marie, F.C.S.P., circulation manager since 
January, 1958; Mother Mary Magdalen, C.H.M., who has 
given permission for the editorial work; voluntary con- 
tributors and collaborators in writing, translating, hand- 
ling subscriptions, and procuring news items; editors of 
books and journals made available for exchange, reviews, 
and reprints; superiors of our teaching, nursing, and social 
work communities who have recommended the Bulletin to 
those under their direction; subscribers, readers, and bene- 
factors who have given encouragement, financial aid, and 
suggestions for finding ways from year to year for keeping 
the Bulletin in print and circulation. 

As Father Elio Gambari, $.M.M., states it: ‘The char- 
acteristic note of the renovation and adaptation about 
which so much has already been said is the full utilization 
of the religious vocation of the institutes as a whole as 
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well as of each of their members, so as to obtain the maxi- 
mum possible harvest.” The Bulletin has tried to promote 
the fullest use of the ‘‘treasures and resources of the relig- 
ious vocation, both collective and individual.” 

In view of this purpose the Sister Formation Confer- 
ences hope that this first bound and indexed volume of 
their quarterly publication will be a prelude to a new ex- 
tension of writing, reporting, and research directed to the 
improvement of the spiritual, intellectual, and professional 
formation of sisters. 


Sister Ritamary, C.H.M. 
Editor, Sister Formation Bulletin 


Ottumwa, lowa 
Feast of Saint Tercsa 
October 15, 1958 
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